
REGULATORY LANDSCAPE
Brace Yourselves…!



Topics for today

• Regulatory outlook
• Household & commercial boilers
• Commercial water heaters
• Household water heater metric changes

• A few other jurisdictional efficiency updates



Note About Terminology / Units
MBH = thousands of BTU/hr

M is Roman Numeral for 1,000
Not SI Mega which is 106

And kBTU, please…



MEPS
Minimum Energy Performance Standards



Household Gas Boilers



NRCan MEPS – Household Boilers



Consider venting…



Commercial Boilers



NRCan MEPS Commercial Boilers





Commercial Storage Water Heaters



NRCan MEPS Commercial Water Heaters



NRCan MEPS Household Instantaneous WH



MEPS Are Not The Same

• Atmospheric household and commercial boilers still 
available in US

• Non-condensing storage water heaters still available at 
least for the near future
• Flurry of DOE TSDs, NOPRs, SNOPRs, 

Determinations and the odd SCOTUS rulings…

• Non-condensing instantaneous still available









City of Vancouver
Recently passed amendments to VBBL
• Climate Emergency Requirements for New Housing 3-Storeys and Under

• Zero site emissions for space and DHW
• Effective Jan 1, 2022

Proposed Updates for Part 6 buildings (for mid-2023)
• GHGI reductions

• Include refrigerant life cycle emissions

Under consideration
• ZEBR (zero energy building retrofit)

• High level plan to reduce existing building emissions by 50% by 2030 and 100% 
renewable energy by 2050.

• Particulars TBD
• Big Move 4 (2025 date for zero emission space and DHW) removed from consideration

• City does not intend to prescribe fuel, but can enact GHG emission limits



Province of British Columbia
Provincial Sales Tax for fossil fuel combustion systems (FFCS)
• Effective April 1, 2022
• PST increasing from 7% to 12% for FFCS
• Heat pumps exempt from PST

• Both electric and fossil fuel-fired heat pumps

Energy Efficiency Regulation Amendment 7, Residential Boilers
• Effective January 1, 2022

• Residential gas boilers in scope of AFUE MEPS is condensing (90% or above)
• Applicable for new construction and retrofit

Energy Efficiency Regulation Amendment 7, Commercial Boilers
• Effective January 1, 2023
• Commercial gas boilers MEPS is condensing (90% or above)

• Applicable for new construction and retrofit



https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/official-plan-guidelines/toronto-green-standard/toronto-green-standard-version-4/



https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/bylaws/2022/law1137.pdf https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/967a-Tier-2-Caps-Effective-August-15-2022.pdf



Regulation moved early 2019 to The 
Electricity Act:
O. Reg. 509/18: ENERGY AND WATER 
EFFICIENCY - APPLIANCES AND PRODUCTS



https://www.toronto.ca/business-
economy/business-operation-growth/green-your-
business/energy-and-water-reporting-and-
benchmarking/



Be cognizant of the narrative…

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/cruising-impact-environment-1.6413299



And coming soon…

https://www.constructioncanada.net/montreal-aims-to-lower-
greenhouse-gas-emissions-by-2025/



https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/energy/efficiency/energuide-canada/energuide-label/reading-label-energuide/13625/storage-tank-water-heaters-energuide/13722



Questions?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
PARTICIPATION!


